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Figure 2: Achievement in PISA 2022 for Dubai schools grouped in terms of most recent inspection grade

It is interesting to note that the judgements of the KHDA inspections on the schools that participated in 
PISA 2022 are closely aligned to the differential performance of the same schools in the PISA tests. This 
confirms the accuracy of the inspection judgements.
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The pattern of steady improvement over many years apparent in the PISA results is also consistent with 
results from other comparative assessments of student performance organised by the International 
Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA), which is responsible for TIMSS (Trends 
in Mathematics and Science Study) and PIRLS (Progress in International Reading Literacy Study). Both 
TIMSS and PIRLS also indicate a steady improvement in test scores for Dubai private schools since the 
inspection regime was introduced in 2007. The TIMSS tests for science and maths were last reported for 
2019. Tests were conducted in 2023 but these have not yet been reported. The trend for Dubai schools 
2007-2019 was significantly upwards for both subjects.

Figure 3: Trends in the TIMSS assessment of science achievement for Dubai private schools
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Figure 4: Trends in the TIMSS assessment of mathematics achievement for Dubai private schools 
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